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We are a Christian church that follows Jesus. Our mission and vision can

be summed up in this one statement: We exist as a family of faith to

bring glory to God and hope to the world by helping people know and

follow Jesus.  

That statement sums up who we are and what we are about. By faith in
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we are family. The church is a
family. It ’s not a business. It ’s not an organization. It is a family of faith
where every member matters. And as a family, we aim to bring glory to
God in everything that we do. The highest aim of mankind is to glorify
God in everything, not just what takes place at a church service, but
what takes place in our workplaces, our neighborhoods, our homes, what
we do with our time, our resources, and our bodies. In all that we do, we
seek to bring glory to God and also hope to the world. We live in a world
that desperately needs to know who God is, His love and grace and
truth. We believe God wants His church to be a light to the nations,
showing others the way back to God. We believe when God blesses us, it
is so we can bless others. The church is both called out of the world to
be with God and also sent into the world, that the world might know
God. We seek to glorify God and bring hope to the world and we do all of
this by carrying out our mission of helping people know and follow
Jesus. This is the discipleship focus of what we are about. Jesus told His
followers to go make disciples and go help people know Jesus and follow
all that He commanded. We believe as we do that, as we help every man,
woman, and child know and follow Jesus, what will happen is God will be
glorified, people will find hope and our faith family will be filled with
ever-increasing joy! 
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D i s c o v e r y  C l a s s

ABOUT US
WHO IS RESTORATION CHURCH?
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Every church begins not with man, but with God. Jesus said, “I will build
my church.” We know Jesus is the one who calls men, women, and
children to Himself, and He is the one who places His people in cities to
spread His gospel to the lost and hurting. It was in the year 2013 when a
group of leaders sensed the call to start a new, gospel-centered church
in Homestead. A gospel-centered church is one that clearly focuses on
who Jesus is and what He has done for us so we can see how that gospel
transforms our identity and empowers us with new motivations and
behaviors. It was on November 3, 2013, when the dream became reality,
and under the name Core Community Church, we held our first public
services in the cafeteria of Everglades Preparatory Academy. Hundreds
of people attended that first Sunday and 8 people were baptized as
together we celebrated this new work God was doing in our city.  
 
From that time on, we prayed that God would grow us and use our
church in this city for generations to come. We asked God to one day
provide a permanent place for us to call home. In November of 2016, God
led us to connect with St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Homestead. Over
the course of the next few months, they were coming to the conclusion
that their church no longer had the membership to sustain its 3-acre
property. They decided it was time to end their season as a church and
to hold a vote to gift their property to someone else. On October 15,
2017, God led St. Andrews Lutheran Church to vote and gift their
property to us. Over the course of the next 2 years, we invested time,
labor, money, and love into the property, completing substantial
renovations. And it was on September 29, 2019, that we officially
changed our name to Restoration Church and held our first services in
our new home at 1955 N. Krome Avenue. 
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HOW DID RESTORATION CHURCH BEGIN?

rchomestead.org

https://rchomestead.org/


Page 3rchomestead.org

Naming a church is no easy task. But we wanted a name that
quickly inspired people to the truth that there is hope, that there
is a God who restores what sin has torn. We live in a broken, lost,
and hurting world. Sin has wreaked havoc on our relationships
with God, each other, and even ourselves. The world is not as it
was intended. And people are quick to lose hope and give
themselves to even more destructive ways of life. But the good
news of the gospel tells us that Jesus lived, died, and rose again to
forgive us of our sin and that by faith in Him we can be restored to
a right relationship with God again. And this gospel that we believe
also has the power to restore the torn relationships in our lives,
empowering us to forgive, and heal and give grace and love. This
gospel empowers us to live as people who, like Jesus, enter into
broken places and bring the hope of restoration. And no matter
what we face, we have this ultimate hope that one day Jesus will
return to this earth again and fully and finally restore all things
when he wipes away every tear from our eye and removes all sin,
sorrow, suffering, sickness, and death forever!

WHY THE NAME RESTORATION CHURCH?
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RC KIDS 
Culture Youth
Small Groups
Hospitality Team
Grounds
Prayer Team
Worship Team
Communications Team
Media and Production Team
Connections Team
Orphan Care Ministry
Missions Team
Security
Homestead Counseling with Jeff Rice

Our current ministries here are:

WHAT ARE THE MINISTRIES AT RESTORATION CHURCH?
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We know that our church is just one part of the global church
of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we seek to partner with other
churches and organizations that are holding fast to the gospel
and the Word of God. We are affiliated with the Southern
Baptist Convention (SBC) for the purpose of mission and
church planting. They have supported us, and we now help
assess and train future church planters with the church
planting arm of the SBC known as the SEND Network. We are
connected to the City to City Miami network, that exists to
equip and train pastors for gospel work in the city. We have
been trained by Backyard Orphans to establish an Orphan
Care Ministry in our church and city. We support and partner
with Youth for Christ’s KIX program here in Homestead to
reach at-risk youth in our city. We also support mission work
in places like Haiti, Cuba, and Italy, and regularly partner with
other local churches to help people in our city know and
follow Jesus.
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WHO IS RESTORATION CHURCH PARTNERED WITH?
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Our hope is that you would see that our church is a family
to commit to. We call this church membership. Therefore,
church membership is a commitment to unite with the
local church so that together we may bring glory to God in
responding to the GOSPEL by growing in our love for God
(WORSHIP), love for each other (FAMILY), and love for the
world (MISSION). Church members commit not to
perfection, but to progress. You do not have to be perfect
to be a church member, you have to commit to growing
together. Our role as pastors is to grow with you, and to
help you grow so we all may be built up in Christ, and
impact our world for Christ. Therefore, empowered by the
Holy Spirit, church members commit to growing in the
core values of GOSPEL, WORSHIP, FAMILY, and MISSION 

rchomestead.org

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A PART OF RESTORATION
CHURCH?
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A people who gather in the name of Jesus being led by qualified leaders
and committing to preaching the Gospel from all of Scripture,
practicing the sacraments, and carrying out loving relationships of
encouragement, support, and discipline from the members one to
another, as well as through the pastors and leaders.
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Why  i s  C h u r c h  M emb e r s h i p  Imp o r t a n t ?

WHAT IS A BIBLICAL LOCAL CHURCH?
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Every church exists in a culture, and some of the values and
experiences of that culture can be an obstacle to committing to a local
church. For example:

WHY ARE PEOPLE SKEPTICAL ABOUT BEING A
CHURCH MEMBER? 

1. A Culture of American Individualism.  
In this country, the phrase “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness”
has been a focal point of our Declaration of Independence. Many have
idolized this “pursuit of happiness,” which has resulted in rugged
individualism and determination of self. “I don’t need to be a part of a
church, I have my own relationship with God and that is enough.”

 

https://rchomestead.org/


Page 8rchomestead.org

2.  A Culture of Consumerism .  
In our daily ventures with experiences or even with personal
relationships, certain questions and statements constantly arise such
as: “What is this going to do for me? What can I get from this? If it
doesn’t benefit me, why would I do it?” We see this in the church as
well. People come to church to be “fed,” to have their needs met
through quality programs and to have the professionals teach their
children about God. Many see the church as a dispenser of religious
goods or services rather than a body of people sent on a mission, who
gather in community for worship, community, encouragement, and
supplemental teaching from the Word in addition to what they are
self-feeding themselves throughout the week. This is the difference
between “going to church” and “being a part of the church body.”

3 .   A Culture of Hurt.  
Many people have had bad experiences within the church and these
vary from person to person. Unfortunately, this happens often, and the
reality is that this hurt can be either perceived or real. You could have
really been hurt by someone OR you could have perceived there to be
an issue and you never addressed it, which left you feeling hurt. In
either case, people tend to shy away from the commitment of church
membership due to pain incurred in the past rather than working
through it.

https://rchomestead.org/
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Pastor to Member Relationship 
Consider again the book of Acts. After the church has grown in Acts 2, we
come to Acts 6 where we see there are members of the church who are
being neglected. The apostles would then start what is known as a deacon
ministry, where deacons could serve the needs of people while the
apostles could focus on prayer and ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).
When you get further along in the book of Acts, you see the gospel has
been spreading and the Apostle Paul has been establishing local churches
in cities, and in those local churches he is setting up elders/pastors to
oversee those churches (Acts 14:23). Later in 1 Peter 5, when Peter is
writing to the church, he exhorts the elders to shepherd the flock,
exercising oversight, with pure motives as God would have them, being
examples to the flock of what it means to follow Jesus. Then in Hebrews
13:17, we hear the author say to the church, “Obey your leaders and
submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who
will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” Therefore, from the
beginning of the Church, elders/pastors have been appointed to the roles
of shepherding their flock. As we examine the role of a shepherd, their
sole task was to care for the flock assigned to them. One large aspect of
this care was protecting the flock from predators and the environment
around them. The other large aspect was ensuring they had an ample
supply of fresh water to drink and nourishing food to eat. The pastoral
role of a shepherd is not that dissimilar today.

The phrase “church membership” does not occur in the Bible. What we
do see are two relationships within the body that display the
framework for local church membership.

WHILE WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE CHURCH IS
BIBLICAL, HOW IS LOCAL CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
BIBLICAL?
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The application of this metaphor means that pastors protect their flock
by presenting the truth of God’s word and interpreting it so that the
members may be able to apply it to their lives, nourishing the soul as
water and food do for the body. The elders also protect the members
from the false ideas presented by the world, again aiding the members to
see these for what they are, lies and false idols. This is all because the
elders of any church are merely the under-shepherds to the one good
and true shepherd, Jesus Christ. Your elders easily recognize that they
are far from equals with Christ as a shepherd, which is why we believe
the church is to be led by multiple, or a plurality of, elders. This plurality
allows the elders to seek wisdom from one another, maintain
accountability, and divide the workload that comes with shepherding a
church. And since Hebrews 13 states that the elders will have to give an
account for their role as pastors, membership aids them in knowing who
is a part of their flock and who is not. 

Member to Member Relationship
In 1 Corinthians 12, the apostle Paul details to the church in Corinth how
the body of Christ consists of many members, but we are still one body
with Christ as the head. Interestingly enough, in the very next chapter
(13), Paul begins to talk in-depth about love. Here he is not just giving
some nice words so someone can use them for a wedding, but he is
stating that within the body of Christ we are to love each other! This
love is a deep, sacrificial love. It requires us to put aside our own ideas
of how things ought to be and how others ought to act. It is a love that
seeks to understand first and reserving even a loving judgment until we
are clear on the details. This love is shown in the life of Christ who
humbled himself before sinners, the Roman government, and 12 average
men in order that the love of the Father might be shown. And this love
was not without correction! Because Christ loved so much, he corrected
constantly. And he did that in order to draw God’s chosen into a right
and good understanding of the Father. As members of Restoration
Church Homestead, we are to love one another as Christ loves us, and
not to reserve that solely for church leadership to perform.  
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Conclusion
There is global and local membership of the body of Christ.
Elders/Pastors are called to be the under-shepherds of the local church.
They are to care for the needs of their flock while equipping them for
the work of the ministry. In order for them to effectively care for their
people, they must know who is committed to the family. Elders/Pastors
put their name on the line to say that these are the people they are
committed to shepherd and members submit their name under the
leadership of their Elder/Pastor and commit to the family of that local
church.

https://rchomestead.org/
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Ask any questions you may have regarding what was
discussed today, or other questions you may have about
Restoration, our beliefs and practices, or other things
about following Jesus.
If you would like to pursue membership with Restoration
Church, you can sign up now by scanning this QR code
with your phone and input your contact information. 

Having completed this class today, your next step is to:

1.

2.

D i s c o v e r y  C l a s s

NEXT STEPS

WHAT IS MY NEXT STEP?
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CONTACT THE ELDERS AND STAFF

Steve Miller,  Lead Pastor:  steve@rchomestead.org

Danny Detres,  Elder:  danny@rchomestead.org

Jeremy Nawyn,  Elder:  jeremy@rchomestead.org

Rosemarie Sepulveda,  Director of Operations:  rosemarie@rchomestead.org

Sebastian Masson,  Director of Discipleship:  sebastian@rchomestead.org

Natalie Gomero,  Worship Director:  natalie@rchomestead.org

Angel Paz,  Youth Director:  angelp@rchomestead.org
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